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CHEN SHU-CHU

The gravity and scale of Asia’s social problems today are such that they demand large, complex, and

long-term programs of assistance and sophisticated technologies of change.  And yet,  on occasion we

are reminded  that in a most elemental way, one can begin to change the world through seemingly

ordinary acts of  empathy and magnanimity.

Let us then celebrate the extraordinary ordinariness of Chen Shu-Chu.  The child of vegetable vendors

in the city of Taitung, southeastern Taiwan, Chen knew personally the familiar miseries of the poor.

When her mother fell gravely ill, the thirteen-year old Chen saw her father desperately asking

neighbors for money so her mother could be treated in a hospital.  What he managed to scrape

together came too late to save her mother’s life.  As the eldest daughter, she had to stop schooling to

help her father run their small vegetable stall in the market.  Five years later, one of her brothers

contracted a chronic disease that drained the small family savings.  The school she attended started a

fund drive to help the family.  The aid was not enough to save her brother’s life, but the memory of

that kindness stayed with her.  She knew poverty and despair, but witnessed kindness as well, simple

truths that have guided  the rest of her life.

Today, two decades after her father died, Chen continues to sell vegetables from a stall in the central

market in Taitung.  What is astounding is that over these years, just from her daily earnings as a

vegetable vendor, she has personally given away over seven million Taiwanese dollars (US$320,000)

to various charities, particularly for the care and education of children.  Recipients of her generosity

include a Buddhist monastery, to help it fund a school; a non-profit Christian organization that rescues

children-at-risk and provides them with food, shelter, clothing, medical care, and education; a Red

Cross Society fund for helping families during disasters and other emergencies; the elementary school

where she used to study, to build a fully-equipped library;  and an emergency relief fund that enables

students to continue their studies if their parents fall sick or are unable to work.

A devout Buddhist, Chen works seventeen hours a day.  She lives frugally, and is content with the

simplest of necessities:  afraid she might  get too comfortable to wake up early for work, she sleeps on

the floor; a vegetarian, she eats only two meals a day.   Despite the recent recognition international

media has given to her personal philanthropy,  she remains entirely unselfconscious about what she

has accomplished.  Indifferent to public honors, she resists having a foundation set up in her name,

and refuses to receive donations from others, saying she prefers to give away money that she has

earned herself.

When asked about what she has done, Chen simply says: “Money serves its purpose only when it is

used for those who need it.”   She is impatient with fuss that keeps her away from selling vegetables;

she says: “My philosophy in life is simple.  If doing something makes you worried, then it must be a

wrong thing.  If it makes you happy, then you must have done the right thing.  I feel happy whenever I

could help other people.”

In electing Chen Shu-Chu to receive the 2012 Ramon Magsaysay Award, the board of trustees

recognizes the pure altruism of her giving, which reflects a deep, consistent, quiet compassion, and

has transformed the lives of the numerous Taiwanese she has unselfishly helped.
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Awardee : CHEN SHU-CHU 

Nationality : Taiwanese 
Date of Birth : 27 December 1951 
Civil Status : Single 
Father   : Chen Jin Shui (deceased)  
Mother   : Lan A-sun (deceased)  

 
 

Educational Background 

 
1964 Grade 6, Ren-Ai Primary School, Taitung, Taiwan 

 
 
 

Employment/Professional Background 

 
1964 – present Vegetable vendor, Taitung Central Market 

  
 

Honors/Awards Received 

 
2010 One of “100 Most Influential People in the World,” Heroes Category, 

Time  Magazine 
2010 One of “48 Heroes of Philanthropy,” Forbes Asia magazine 
2010 “Asian of the Year,” Reader’s Digest Magazine 
2010 Class Professional Education-Culture medal, Taiwan Ministry of 

Education 
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ROMULO DAVIDE

In the Philippines, forty percent of the labor force is employed in agriculture.  Yet, food insecurity
continues to haunt the land, and the farmers who produce food are not only among the country’s poorest,
they are also its mostly-invisible citizens.  With the tools of science and a great reserve of social
empathy, one remarkable individual has devoted his life to addressing these problems.

The roots of his devotion run deep. Romulo Davide was born in the mountain barrio of Colawin in
Argao, Cebu Province, to school teachers who raised him and his six siblings in the values of hard work,
education, and community service.  Davide has practiced these values all his life: doing farm work as a
child, working as a student laborer to help pay his way through college, scrimping to pursue his dream of
getting the highest education.  Growing up in a poor farming village, in a province where the common
lament was that little could be harvested from small, over-cultivated, soil-exhausted farms, he drew
inspiration from what his father often said, “There are no barren soils, only barren minds.”  It was thus
that he decided to be an agricultural scientist.

Today, with a doctorate and advanced training in the United States and Ireland, he is one of the country’s
top scientists, hailed as the “Father of Plant Nematology” for his many years of teaching and
groundbreaking research on nematode pests that infest, debilitate, and destroy agricultural crops.  His
discovery of nematode-trapping fungi (P. lilacinus and P. oxalicum) led to the development of BIOCON,
the first Philippine biological control product that can be used against nematode pests attacking
vegetables, banana, potato, citrus, pineapple, rice, and other crops, thus making available a practical
substitute for highly toxic and expensive chemical nematicides.  Without thought of personal gain, he has
seen one of his discoveries commercially marketed to fight banana nematode infestation in the
Philippines, Latin America, and other parts of the world.

But Davide is more than just a groundbreaking laboratory scientist.  Throughout his career, he has
immersed himself in field extension work, as director of the National Crop Protection Center (1989-92)
and in numerous extension programs of the University of the Philippines-Los Baños College of
Agriculture.

In 1994, named “Outstanding Agricultural Scientist” by the Department of Agriculture, he used his
award money to launch in Colawin the “Corn-based Farmer-Scientists Training Program” (FSTP).  An
innovative and multi-faceted program, FSTP aimed, through actual field experience and interaction with
experts, to turn farmers into “farmer-scientists” who would be able to do experiments, discover effective
techniques, manage the market, and increase production.  Starting with seventy-four farmers in Colawin,
and enlisting the support of government and academe, FSTP expanded to cover thirty-five Cebu towns
and six other provinces by 2007.  It demonstrated its success when farmers were able to increase corn
yields six to twelve times over, and adopted intercropping system and animal production technologies
that further increased their incomes.  Recognizing this success, the national government adopted the
FSTP in 2008 for countrywide implementation, with the Department of Agriculture and UP Los Baños as
lead implementors and Davide as program leader.  Today, FSTP is being implemented in twenty
provinces across the country.

Clear-minded about his goals, Davide has all these years refused to be discouraged by erratic funding,
bureaucratic inertia, or political interference, saying that one must learn “to walk straight even on a
crooked path.”  At seventy-eight, he continues to be driven by the dream that, indeed, the land can be
made fertile if minds are challenged to become fertile as well.

In electing Romulo Davide to receive the 2012 Ramon Magsaysay Award, the board of trustees
recognizes his steadfast passion in placing the power and discipline of science in the hands of Filipino
farmers, who have consequently multiplied their yields, created productive farming communities, and
rediscovered the dignity of their labor.
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Awardee : ROMULO DAVIDE 
Nationality : Filipino  
Date of Birth : 14 March 1934 
Civil Status : Married 
Spouse : Dr. Clara L. Davide Occupation:  Retired Professor 

 

Educational Background 

 
1965 Doctor of Philosophy in Nematology-Plant Pathology, North Carolina 

State University, USA 
1962 Master of Science in Plant Pathology, Oklahoma State University, USA  
1957 Bachelor of Science in Agriculture major in Plant Pathology, University of 

the Philippines  
  

 

Employment/Professional Background 

 
2002-Present Professor Emeritus, Department of Plant Pathology, College of 

Agriculture University of the Philippines, Los Baňos (UPLB-CA), 
Laguna 

2005-2009  Member, Board of Regents, University of the Philippines 
2003-2007 Member, Board of Trustees, Cebu State College of Science and 

Technology (CSCST) System 
1999-2000 Adjunct Professor, Plant Pathology, UPLB-CA 
1980-1985 Deputy Director, National Crop Protection Center (NCPC), UPLB-CA 
1982-1984 Head, Nematology Laboratory, NCPC, UPLB-CA 
1976-1978  Research Associate and Lecturer in Botany, National University of 

Ireland, University College, Cork, Ireland  
1975-1977 Chairman, Department of Plant Pathology, UPLB-CA 
1974-1980 Associate Professor or Plant Pathology, UPLB-CA 
1973-1974 Head, Nematology Laboratory, Plant Pathology, UPLB-CA 

 

Honors/Awards Received*  

 
2008 50 Men and Women of Science, R & D Category, Department of Science 

and Technology (DOST)  
2008  Award for extension services and for the promotion of BIO-N and 

Organic Farming in FSTP Visayas, National Institute of Molecular 
Biology and Biotechnology (BIOTECH), BIOTECH-UPLB and 
Technology Resource Center-Department of Science and Technology 
(TRC-DOST)  

2007 Distinguished Award in Agriculture, Gamma Sigma Delta (The Honor 
Society of Agriculture) 

2006 Lingkod Bayan Award for FSTP R&D/E Program, Philippine Civil Service 



Commission  
2006 Outstanding Extension Program Award for FSTP R&D/E Program, 

University of the Philippines-Los Baňos  
2005 Garbo sa Sugbo, (Pride of Cebu) Award-Province of Cebu  

 

*These are only the most recent awards; a complete list of awards is available upon request.   
 

Publications* 

 
2004 Davide, Romulo G. Basic Concepts Farmer-Scientist Training Program.  

Chapter 23.  pp. 293-311.  In “Integrated Crop Management (ICM) 
Module and Manual CORN by R.V. Labios, V. Duldulao, and A. 
Arceo (eds.) 504 pp. (2004) Department of Agriculture and National 
Corn RDE Network, University of the  Philippines, Los Baňos, 
Laguna. 

2001 Gergon, E.B. Miller, S.A. and Romulo G. Davide.  “Occurrence and 
pathogenicity of rice root-knot nematode (Meloidogyne graminicola) 
and varietal reaction on onion (Allium cepa).”  Philippine Agriculture 
Scientists 84 (10: 43-50 

2001 Davide, Romulo G. Farmer-Scientists training program in corn-based 
production system for sustainable agricultural development:  Part III-
Expansion of pilot areas in Argao and Barili, Cebu to other areas in 
the Country.  Annual Report.  pp. 1-66 

2001 Davide, Romulo G. “Basic concept in Farmer-scientists corn-based RDE 
Training Program.  Module 4:  Grains Sector Development Program.”  
Manual.  DA-ATI:  pp. 1-28. 

2001 Davide, Romulo G. Farmer-Scientists R & D/E Training Program in a 
Corn-Based Production System for Sustainable Agricultural 
Development Trans.  National Academy of Science and Technology, 
Philippines 23:  79-94. 

2001 Ergon, E.B., S.A. Miller, R.G. Davide, O.S. Opina and S.R. Obien.  
Evaluation of cultural practices (surface burning in, deep plowing, 
organic amendments) for management of rice root-know nematode in 
rice-onion cropping system and their effect on onion (Allium cepa L.) 
yield.  International Journal of Pest Management 47 (4); 265-272.  

 

*These are only the most recent publications; a complete list of publications is available upon request.   
 

Patented Invention  

 
BIOACT is the trade name of the first biological nematicide developed in the Philippines 

by Dr. Romulo G. Davide and his associates at the University of the Philippines-Los 
Baňos for the control of plant parasitic nematodes that attack economic crops such as 
banana, citrus, pineapple, potato, rice and some vegetables. It consists of a spore 
concentrate of the fungus Paecilomyces lilacinus isolated from Philippine soil, now 
commercially manufactures in Germany and marketer in Europe, South America and 
other countries. (Philippine Patent No. 29596, issued on 21 November 1991 and USA 
Patent No. 5,989,543 issued on 23 November 1999 with Keith Leslie Williams of New 
South Wales, Australia as co-patentor.) 
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KULANDEI FRANCIS

India is a veritable laboratory of social experiments in poverty alleviation and people empowerment.
There are spectacular successes as well as uncounted failures.  In what succeeds can often be found
the story of one person -- self-sacrificing, innovative, and driven by an extraordinary passion to lift
people from poverty and suffering.

One such person is Kulandei Francis.  Born to a poor family in the Salem district of Tamil Nadu, he
was the only one of his siblings to go to university.  Francis carried with him two indelible memories
of his early years: his parents sacrificing their only piece of land so he could attend university, and his
mother being cheated by moneylenders out of what little she had.  Resolved to live a life of service, he
joined the Fathers of the Holy Cross in 1970 and, during his novitiate, found some fulfillment in doing
volunteer work among people struck by famine or displaced by war.  When he went to live in
Natrampalayam, a remote and impoverished part of Krishnagiri district, he had the life-changing
experience of sharing in both the people’s miseries and their dreams.  He decided to give up being a
priest to devote himself wholly to social work.

In 1979, he began the Integrated Village Development Project (IVDP) in Krishnagiri, starting out with
small projects: conducting a night school in the light of gas lamps, setting up a first-aid center. Then,
with the help of development organizations, he undertook a micro-watershed program that, over
twenty-two years, built 331 mostly small check dams benefitting cultivators and their families in sixty
villages.  And still, Francis was not content. He knew he needed to do something that could be
sustained for the long term, even without external assistance.

The breakthrough came with the women’s self-help groups (SHGs) that IVDP began organizing in
1989.  These savings-and-credit groups have grown into an all-women movement of 8,231 SHGs with
153,990 members, with total savings of equivalent to US$40 million, a  cumulative loan portfolio of
equivalent to US$435 million, and a reserve fund of US$8.9 million.  What impresses is not just
IVDP’s scale.  The program has become a financially disciplined, self-reliant, member-owned, and
member-managed organization; the group’s solidarity and access to credit have fueled successful
village programs in health and sanitation, housing, livelihood, and children’s education, including
scholarships, performance-based incentives for students and schools, a primary school for tribal
children, and a computer training academy that has, to date, trained some 5,000 children.

Francis has accomplished this using an approach that has broken through the financial limits of
traditional microfinance approaches. Organized into clusters and federations, SHGs are directly linked
to banks through group accounts, bulk deposits, and loans that have given the SHGs the power to
leverage preferential bank treatment. At the same time, the women have won respect by
demonstrating that the poor can manage their finances effectively and reliably.

In large part, all this has come to pass because, as Francis says, “when people want to do something,
they can.”  Despite his organization’s spectacular growth, Francis continues to inspire by example,
living a simple life with the people he is serving.  A missionary in the truest sense, he says, “Real
happiness comes when I see people developing, children are improving, and suffering is removed.”
Sharing knowledge and work, he says, is “like sharing in the Last Supper.”

In electing Kulandei Francis to receive the 2012 Ramon Magsaysay Award, the board of trustees
recognizes his visionary zeal, his profound faith in community energies, and his sustained programs in
pursuing the holistic economic empowerment of thousands of women and their families in rural India.
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Awardee: KULANDEI FRANCIS 

Nationality: Indian  
Date of Birth: 26 March 1946 
Civil Status: Married 
Spouse: Kosalai Mary (Singaporean) Occupation: Housewife 
Daughter: F. Sunitha Nanthini Esther (24)   

 
 

Educational Background 

 
1996 International course on Rural Development Management, International 

Institute of Rural Reconstruction, Philippines  
1985 Social Development, Coady International Institute, St. Francis Xavier 

University, Halifax, Canada 
1971-1974 Bachelor of Philosophy, Pontifical Athenaaeum, Joana-Deepa 

Vidyapeeth, Pune, India 
1969 Bachelor of Commerce, Annamalai University, Tamil Nadu, India 
  

 

Employment/Professional Background 

 
1979-Present Founder and President, Integrated Village Development Project (IVDP) 
2010-Present Member, International Network of Alternative Institutions, India  
1972  Drought relief work in Pune, India  
1971  Relief work in the Bangladesh war through Caritas India  

 
 

Honors/Awards Received 

 
2012 Man of zeal and inspiration, The Fathers of Holy Cross, South India 
2012 D-light Preferred Partner (for promoting D-lights – Solar light 

among  SHG families), USA  
2011 Finalist - World Habitat Building and Social Housing Foundation 

(BSHF), London, UK 
2009 Appreciation Award (for protection of families through safe water) 

Hindustan Unilever Ltd., India  
2009 Proud Customer IVDP ( for creating hygiene care to rural women),  

Bella Premier, India 
2007 Best Performance for SHG linkage (Krishnagiri and Dharmapuri 

District level), Adhiyaman Grama Bank 
2006 Star Performance Award, State Bank of India 
2004 Excellence Award (National Level), Bank of India 



2005 Best Performance for SHG linkage (Krishnagiri and Dharmapuri 
District level), Indian Bank 

2004 Excellence Award (National Level), Bank of India 
2001-2008 State Level I and II Prizes for SHG linkages, National Bank for 

Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD), India  
  
  

Publications 

 
2012 “Using microfinance to bring clean water to India’s poor,” article 

which appeared in Huffington Post, an internet newspaper, 9 
March 2012  

2009 – Present Every three months IVDP releases its online publication called IVDP 
MALAR 

2008-2012 Vettri Un Kaiyil (Success is in Your Hands), a free guide to Xth and 
XIIth level students  

2008 “Credit to Women in Krishnagiri and Dharmapuri,” article which 
appeared in Environment and Urbanization, London in April 2008, 
Volume 20, Number 1 (page 31)  

2008 Paper presentation on “Environment and Health issues in IVDP”  

2007 ‘Light Lit by Brother Francis,’ an article which appeared in the 
leading Tamil weekly magazine Pasumai Vikatan’s 28 March 2007 
issue 

1993  “Natrapalayam in India,” an article which appeared in a NCOS-
DIRECT publication, Belgium  
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SYEDA RIZWANA HASAN

Few cases of social inequity are as stark and dramatic as these. In Bangladesh, around 150
decommissioned ships -- mostly from rich nations -- arrive every year, to be beached and dismantled
as scrap. These ships poison coastal waters with toxic chemicals, and expose 20,000 ship-breaking
workers -- many of them child laborers -- to extremely dangerous working conditions. Also, in
Bangladesh, wealthy private developers are converting critical wetlands into commercial real estate
through landfills, in utter disregard of the law.  In doing so, they displace settlers, damage a fragile
ecosystem, and worsen the country’s vulnerability to catastrophic floods.

Lawyer Syeda Rizwana Hasan has committed her life to seeing to it that all this must stop.  Born in
Dhaka to a family with a tradition of public service, Hasan earned a master’s degree in law and
immediately went to work for the Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers Association (BELA), a pioneer
in public interest litigation founded by the highly-respected lawyer-activist Mohiuddi Farooque.
When Farooque died in 1997, Hasan assumed leadership as BELA’s executive director.  Since then,
BELA’s legal activism has widened. It has taken on close to a hundred cases involving industrial
pollution, sand extraction from rivers, forest rights, river pollution and encroachment, hill cutting,
illegal fisheries, waste dumping, and others.

Two precedent-setting cases raised BELA’s visibility and generated wide public support for the cause
of environmental justice.  Since 2003, Hasan and BELA have fought a battle in the courts to prevent
toxin-laden ships from entering Bangladesh unless they have been decontaminated at their origin, and
to enforce standards for the protection of workers and the environment.  Even as this battle is not
over, Hasan has scored significant successes. Compensatory fines were ordered, the first time in
Bangladesh’s judicial history that a polluter was fined.  Then, in 2009, the Supreme Court directed the
closure of all thirty-six ship-breaking yards in Bangladesh that have been operating without
environmental clearance, and directed the “pre-cleaning,” at origin or before entering Bangladesh, of
all ships to be imported for breaking.

In 2000, BELA mounted a successful campaign for a law that would ban the filling up of wetlands,
but the law was never enforced.  In 2004, Hasan put the law to a test by filing a case against a rich and
powerful land development company, for filling land for a new township in the middle of a flood-flow
zone.  Hasan and her small team had to face twenty senior, high-profile lawyers, navigate court
corruption, and endure protracted delays.  Eventually, they won, when the court ruled the housing
project to be illegal. However, the judgment was undermined by the fact that the developer had
already sold lots in the meantime. Undaunted, even as appeals and counter-appeals have been filed,
Hasan says: “Standing against all these forces is in itself a victory.” She and BELA have sent a clear
message that it is not going to be business-as-usual, and that despoilers of the environment are going
to be challenged.

Under Hasan, BELA expanded its programs and sparked wide awareness that the “right to
environment” is part of the constitutional “right to life.”  A charismatic and intense advocate, she is
unswayed by the threats and intimidation that have come her way. She remains focused and
passionate.  Fighting those who violate environmental laws with impunity, she says: “My job is to
revive hope in the judicial system among Bangladeshis, to give the message to the people that the law
and lawyers do not always exist for the mightiest.”

In electing Syeda Rizwana Hasan to receive the 2012 Ramon Magsaysay Award, the board of trustees
recognizes her uncompromising courage and impassioned leadership in a campaign of judicial
activism in Bangladesh that affirms the people’s right to a good environment as nothing less than their
right to dignity and life.
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Awardee : SYEDA RIZWANA HASAN 

Nationality : Bangladeshi 
Date of Birth : 15 January 1968 
Civil Status : Married 
Spouse   : Abu Bakar Siddique  Occupation:  Businessman 
Children : Nehla Siddique (15) 

: Ahmed Zarir Siddique (12) 
: Ahmed Zeedan Siddique (7) 

 

   
 

Educational Background 

 
1991  Master’s Degree in Law (LL.M.), University of Dhaka, Bangladesh  
  

 

Employment/Professional Background 

 
1997-Present Advocate, Supreme Court of Bangladesh  
2009-Present Chief Executive, Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers Association 

(BELA)  
1997-2008 Director (Programs) 
1993-1997 Senior Staff Lawyer, BELA  
2002-Present  Board Member, Federation of NGOs in Bangladesh (FNB)  
2002-Present Chairperson, Rangpur Dinajpur Rural Service Bangladesh (RDRS 

Bangladesh)  
2002-Present Member, Friends in Village Development Bangladesh (FIVDB)  
2003-Present Member, Nijera Kori, Bangladesh   
2005-Present Member, Association of Land Reform and Development (ALRD), 

Bangladesh   
Present Member of various committees on environmental issues formed by the 

government of Bangladesh  
1995-Present Member, Environmental Law Alliance Worldwide, USA   
 Member, Environmental Law Commission, International Union for 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN), Switzerland   
2011-Present Board Member, South Asian Network for Development and 

Environmental Economics (SANDEE), Nepal  
2005-Present Member*, NGO Platform on Ship Breaking, Belgium   
1999-Present Member*, South Asia Watch on Trade, Economics and Environment 

(SAWTEE), Nepal  
2004-Present Member*, Friends of the Earth International, USA  
  
  

* - BELA  



Honors/Awards Received 

 
2009 Goldman Environmental Prize, the Goldman Environmental 

Foundation, USA   
2009 “Heroes of the Environment,” Time Magazine  
2008 Celebrating Womenhood Navaderi Awards, Creative Statements and 

South Asia Partnership, Nepal   
2007 Environment Award, Department of Environment, Bangladesh* 
2007 Top Ten Awards given to women leaders by a journal (Anannya 

Publishers, Bangladesh)  
2003 Global 500 Roll of Honor, United Nations Environment Program 

(UNEP) *  
 
* - BELA 

 

 

Publications 

 
 

2011 EIA and the Need for People’s Participation  

2009 Laws Protecting Forest, Wildlife and the Forest Dwellers (Editor) 
2006 Judicial Decisions on Environment in the SAARC Region (Editor) 
1996 Laws Regulating the Environment in Bangladesh (Editor) 
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YANG SAING KOMA

As Cambodia emerges from the shadows of a destructive dictatorship, building an empowered citizenry is vital to its
future as a progressive and democratic society. Food security, market access, and asset creation are basic concerns in
this process of empowerment. In a country where 80 percent of the population is in the rural areas and 66 percent
depends on rice farming, it is in the rice farming communities where the most important changes must take place.

Agronomist Yang Saing Koma is at the center of these changes. The son of a teacher-farmer in Takeo province,
Cambodia, Koma was old enough to experience the terrible dislocations under the Khmer Rouge regime when his
family was forced to leave their province for Phnom Penh.  He was fortunate, however, after the regime’s fall, to go on
scholarship to Germany where he specialized in agriculture and earned a doctorate at the University of Leipzig in
1995. Returning to Cambodia, he worked for foreign development organizations but knew that he had to find a way to
be free to pursue his own priorities; he firmly believed that “Cambodians need to take responsibility for their own
destiny.”

Championing sustainable agriculture, Koma founded in 1997 the Cambodian Center for Study and Development in
Agriculture (CEDAC) with a team of seven and the help of a French non-government organization.  Its early years
were difficult as Koma struggled to make CEDAC an independent, self-sustaining organization, but his single-minded
determination paid off.  Today, fifteen years later, CEDAC has become the largest agricultural and rural development
NGO in Cambodia.

The linchpin of CEDAC’s success was its introduction of the System of Rice Intensification (SRI), an ecologically
sustainable approach to rice production.  SRI is based on a simple system of plant, water, and soil management, and is
suitable to Cambodia’s dominant pattern of smallholder farms. Koma introduced SRI in 2000 to twenty-eight reluctant
farmers; since then, he has painstakingly promoted SRI so that it gradually spread to more than 100,000 rice farmers,
registering a 61 percent increase in rice yields, even as it decreased the amount of seeds and chemical fertilizers used
while increasing the use of organic fertilizers by 85 percent.  In 2005, the Cambodian government officially endorsed
SRI as a rice production strategy.  Today, CEDAC is supporting 140,000 farmer families in twenty-one provinces.
Between 2002 and 2010, Cambodia’s rice production rose from 3.82 million tons to 7.97 million tons, and CEDAC’s
work has been credited as the major factor in this increase.

Recognizing the need for rice farmers to share knowledge among themselves, CEDAC established in 2003 the Farmer
and Nature Net (FNN), an independent network of 1,402 farmer associations with around 40,000 members in all.
Calling this a “mind net,” Koma organized FNN to promote sustainable agricultural practices, women engagement in
agriculture, and marketing and savings cooperatives.  Today, the associations under the FNN have been able to
mobilize savings of more than US$8 million, with an average monthly increase of five percent.

In 2008, Koma initiated CEDAC Enterprise for Development (CESDE), subsequently renamed Sahakreas CEDAC
(SKC), a social enterprise that addresses predatory market conditions by linking farmers directly to the market. By
selling only organic products, Koma explains, “SKC also links the responsible farmer to the responsible consumer.”
To date, CESDE runs a chain of thirteen shops that sell only locally produced, organic agricultural products.  It is
supporting over 5,000 farmers in eight provinces and has already begun to export organic rice.

All this has been accomplished through a “bottom-up” approach that does not impose a pre-set formula but allows
farmers to discover by themselves a better way of doing things.  “The challenge,” Koma says, “lies in building people.
We have to believe in ourselves, we have to believe in our ideas.” Asked what this means for Cambodia, he says:
“Everything is interrelated. A simple thing can have a lot of influence in the system. If more people grow, society will
grow.”

In electing Yang Saing Koma to receive the 2002 Ramon Magsaysay Award, the board of trustees recognizes his
creative fusion of practical science and collective will, that has inspired and enabled vast numbers of farmers in
Cambodia to become more empowered and productive contributors to their country’s economic growth.
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Awardee : YANG SAING KOMA 

Nationality : Cambodian 
Date of Birth : 18 July 1966 
Civil Status : Married 
Spouse   : Nou Socheat Occupation: Business Manager 
Children   : Yang Saing Komavutey (5)  
   Yang Saing Komatepy (4) 

  Yang Saing Komaindra (4 months) 
 

 
 

Educational Background 

 
1995 Ph.D. in Agriculture with Field of Specialisation in Farming Systems 

Research and Development, Business Administration in 
Agriculture, Plant Production, University Leipzig, Germany 
(Friedrich Naumann Foundation Scholarship)  

1991  M.Sc. in Tropical Agriculture , University Leipzig, Germany (Deutsher 
Akademisher Austaush Dienst-DAAD Scholarship)  

 
 

Employment/Professional Background 

 
1997- Present President, Centre d'Etude et de Développement Agricole Cambodgien 

(CEDAC; English name: Cambodian Center for Study and 
Development in Agriculture) 

Chairman, Sahakreas CEDAC (a social enterprise owned by CEDAC) 
 
Professional working experiences with other organizations: 
2006-2008 Facilitator, Cambodian Water Group  
2005-2012  Member, M-Power Steering Committee  
2003-2012 Co-founder and facilitator, network on System of Rice Intensification    

(SRI)  
2003-2012 Coordinator, National Prolinnova Network and Member, International 

Prolinnova Networks (with 9 countries from 3 continents as 
members) 

2002 Member, Danida IPM review mission  
2002 Member, Core Group of Rice Working Group in Southeast Asia  
2000-2001 Member, Expert Team, GRET/CEDAC/IRAM, APIP-World Bank 
2001 Member, ADB Fact-Finding Mission on Agricultural Sector 

Development to prepare JFPR project proposal 



2000 Member, Farming System Expert Panel of the European Commission  
to review the proposal on farming systems, Brussels 

1995-2003 Lecturer at the Royal University of Agriculture, Cambodia 
1995-1997 Project Officer of Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development 

Project (SARD) of Japanese NGO (JVC) 
1997 Consultant of GRET on Farming Systems in Cambodia 
1996 Consultant of UN-ESCAP on Strategies for Development of Sustainable 

Agriculture in Cambodia  
1996 Consultant for Oxfam Quebec on Evaluation of Farming Systems 

Project in Pursat 
 
Other working experiences related to governance: 
2010-2012 Member of Board of Directors of MFI, Sathapana 
2007-2010 Member, Advisory Board of Advocacy and Policy Institute, (a local 

NGO) 
2005-Present Chairman, Board of Directors, Farmer Livelihood Development (a local 

NGO) 
2003-Present  Initiator and Advisor, Farmer and Nature Net, a network of farmer   

organizations from more than 1000 villages in Cambodia 
2004-2005 Member, Advisory Board, Fishery Coalition Team (an NGO network)  
2003 President, Citizen Action Network for Social Development   
1998-2002 President, Cambodian-German Association (elected for two terms) 
1999-2000 Member, Management Committee, NGO Forum on Cambodia  
1997-1998 Treasurer of the Cambodian Student Association in Germany 

 
 

Honors/Awards Received 

 
2005 SEED Award for SRI,  together with Cornell International Institute for    

Food, Agriculture and Development and partners from 
Madagascar    and Sri Lanka, for the project:  A Global Marketing 
Partnerships for    SRI Indigenous Rice  

 
 

Publications 

 
1999-present Founder and Editor, Monthly Farmer Magazine (5000 to 7000 copies per 

month) 
2003 Author of the book Home Gardening: Principles and Practices   
2001 Author of the book Ecological System of Rice Intensification (SRI)  
2000 Editor, Farmer Participatory Extension in Cambodia (workshop 

proceedings) 
1997 Author, Cambodia Sustainable Agriculture Country Profile 
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Citation for the 2012 Ramon Magsaysay Award

AMBROSIUS RUWINDRIJARTO

The pillaging of Indonesia’s forests has been called one of the biggest environmental crimes in recent history. It is
estimated that in the 1980s and 1990s, Indonesia lost 1.5 million hectares of forest each year due to rampant, illegal
logging. Large-scale forest destruction resulted in serious loss of biodiversity, displacement of indigenous populations,
and disasters like landslides and floods. Its impact went much further: deforestation made Indonesia the third largest
contributor to greenhouse gases in the world. A problem of such epic proportions demands the response of
governments, international bodies, and the broad population.  But the response can also begin with the actions of
individuals.

Ambrosius Ruwindrijarto, born in Central Java to a father who was a teacher-farmer and a mother who until now
practices organic farming, grew up to enjoy and value his natural environment. As a student in Bogor Agricultural
University, his passion for forest trekking and mountaineering led him and five schoolmates to bond with forest
dwellers, and organize Telapak for small projects in wildlife protection and village self-help. But things turned much
more serious and complex when the group started to confront the issue of illegal logging.

In 1999, partnering with the UK-based Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA), which specializes in the
investigation of environmental crimes, Telapak began undercover investigations of Indonesia’s logging concessions.
Tracking the timber trade from source to market, the Telapak-EIA investigations uncovered the illicit, transnational
operations of timber bosses, brokers, and smugglers, in cases involving billions of dollars and the trade in endangered
hardwood species.  It was dangerous work, as Ruwi would personally experience when he and an EIA representative
were forcibly detained in the premises of a timber company in central Kalimantan, physically assaulted, threatened
with death, and pursued by a mob even after they had found refuge in a local police station. They were flown to safety
under armed escort only after local and foreign authorities intervened. But this did not stop Telapak and EIA.

Their exposes on the how and who’s who in illegal logging and smuggling sparked public indignation and heightened
pressures on Indonesia and other governments to tighten and enforce regulations on timber production and trade.
Telapak went on to participate in framing laws and regulations on forest management and timber legality verification,
and was part of negotiations for an Indonesia-EU treaty on the handling of the illegal timber trade.

Ruwi and his co-founders in Telapak did not only oppose and expose; they also proposed principled but pragmatic
solutions. Telapak promoted sustainable, community-based logging and has created community logging cooperatives
that legally and sustainably manage forests in more than 200,000 hectares of forest land, using an approach that does
not only conserve forest wealth but also benefits the local communities instead of a few well-connected
concessionaires and unscrupulous traders.

This approach echoes what Ruwi developed from his four-year immersion in two coastal communities in Bali.
Working directly with the fishers and villagers, Ruwi and his Telapak colleagues led the destructive fishing reform by
creating viable programs which reconciled conservation, coral reef restoration, and economic improvement. These
villages have now become the model for other fishing villages in community-managed marine resource management.

After more than ten years, Telapak has grown into a 247-member organization engaged in social forestry, marine
conservation, and indigenous people’s rights.  It has initiated community logging cooperatives and social enterprises
engaged in the ecologically-friendly production and marketing of forestry, fishery, and agricultural products. Its
programs have had an impact in many of the thirty-three provinces of Indonesia.

This expansion owes in large part to Ruwi’s leadership as Telapak’s executive director and then president. Pragmatic,
hands-on, and action-oriented, he has infused the organization with his zeal and optimism. Even in the dark days of
the anti-logging campaign, he would insist, “We are trying to find a hope, some light. We have to work hard to make
it happen.”

In electing Ambrosius Ruwindrijarto to receive the 2012 Ramon Magsaysay Award, the board of trustees recognizes
his sustained advocacy for community-based natural resource management in Indonesia, leading bold campaigns to
stop illegal forest exploitation, as well as fresh social enterprise initiatives that engage the forest communities as their
full partners.
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Personal Data 

  
 Awardee : AMBROSIUS RUWINDRIJARTO 
 Nationality : Indonesian 
 Date of Birth : 14 November 1971 
 Civil Status : Married 
 Spouse : Cicilia Debbie (Indonesian)  Occupation: Entrepreneur 
 Children : Lana Maringi Rejeki (5)   
 

Educational Background 

 
 2009   Harvard Business School Executive Education, Strategic Perspectives in 

Nonprofit Management, Cambridge, MA, USA 
 2007  Conservation Leadership Programme, Cambridge, UK 
 2006  Diving and Marine Biology. Licensed as One Star Dive Instructor of the 

Association of Diving School International, Japan   
 1994  Environmental Education Course, North America Association for 

Environmental Education, Washington D.C., USA  
 1989 - 1996  Bachelor of Science, Marine Science, Bogor Agricultural University, 

Indonesia  
 

Employment/Professional Background 

 
 2003 - present  Vice-Chair, Board of Directors, Fellow and co-founder, Samdhana Institute 
 1998 - present  Member and co-founder, Forest Watch Indonesia 
 1997 - present  Member and co-founder, Telapak 
 2006 - 2012   President, Telapak 
 2005 - 2006  Executive Director, Samdhana Institute 
 2004 - 2006   President/Director, PT Poros Nusantara Utama 
 2002 - 2004   President/Director, PT Bahtera LEStari   
 1999 - 2002   Executive Director, Telapak Indonesia Foundation  
 1994 - 1996   Environmental Education Manager, RMI-Indonesia Institute for Forest and 

Environment  
 

Honors/Awards Received 

 
 2010  The Skoll Award for Social Entrepreneurship  
 2008  Ernst and Young/Schwab Foundation Social Entrepreneur of the Year  
 

Publications 

 
 2007  “REDD, Redemption or Real Action”, article published in The Jakarta Post, 

26 October 2007  



 2007  “Community Logging may Address Deforestation”, article published in 
The Jakarta Post, 22 September 2007  

 2006  Contributor, “Politik Lingkungan dan Kekuasaan di Indonesia”, 
Kartodiharjo, Hariadi and Jhamtani, Hira (eds.), Equinox Publishing  

 2004  Underwater cameraman and scriptwriter, “Sameton Segara,” a video 
documentary of a fishing community  

 2004  Underwater cameraman and scriptwriter, “Modul Coral Farming Berbasis 
Masyarakat,” an audio visual training material on community-based 
coral farming for coral reef rehabilitation and marine ornamental 
trade  

 2004  Underwater cameraman and scriptwriter, “Modul Penangkapan Ikan Hias 
Ramah Lingkungan,” an audio visual training material on 
community-based coral farming for sustainable ornamental fishery   

 2002  Featured in "The Timber Mafia", Broadcast on Four Corners, ABC TV 29 
July 2002 
(http://www.abc.net.au/4corners/content/2002/timber_mafia/ 
webextras/transcrip t.htm)  

 2002  Producer and director, “Perempuan di Titik Nol,” a video documentary of 
a play based on the novel by Nawal El Sadaawi, performed at Taman 
Ismail Marjuki, Jakarta in April 2002, organized by Solidaritas 
Perempuan  

 2001  Director and lead cameraperson, “Going Under,” a video that brings to 
light the actual habitat condition, threats and existing management 
regime of Bali’s coral reefs, contrasting it with tourism industry  

 2001  Director, “Suaka Abadi,” a video on community-based forest management 
in Lore Lindu National Park, Central Sulawesi, Indonesia  

 2001  Contributor, “Country Status Overview on Destructive Fishing in 
Indonesia,” a report on the state of fisheries and destructive fishing in 
Indonesia  

 2001  Contributor, “State of Forest Report-Indonesia,” a report on the state of 
Indonesia’s forest  

 2000  Contributor, “Monitoring for impact: lessons on natural resource 
monitoring from 13 NGO's,” Rodenburg, E., Kristensen, P., Maddox, 
D., and Ottke, C. 2000, World Resources Institute, Conservation 
International  

 2000  Co-author, “Planting Disaster”, a Report on Oil Palm Plantation in 
Indonesia.  

 2000  Director, “Planting Disaster,” a video documentary on oil palm plantations 
in Indonesia  

 1999  Co-author, “The Final Cut,” a report on illegal logging in Indonesia’s 
natural parks  

 1999  Co-director, “The Final Cut,” a video documentary on illegal logging in 
Indonesia’s natural parks  

 1998  Co-author, “Kotak Alat Investigasi Hutan,” a field guide to forest 
investigation and monitoring  

 1998  Contributor, “State of World Indigenous Affair,” a report on worldwide 
indigenous people’s affairs  


